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The Dark Descent of Elizabeth Frankenstein:  

Elizabeth Lavenza hasn't had a proper meal in weeks. Her thin arms are covered with bruises from 

her "caregiver," and she is on the verge of being thrown into the streets . . . until she is brought to the 

home of Victor Frankenstein, an unsmiling, solitary boy who has everything--except a friend. 

 

Victor is her escape from misery. Elizabeth does everything she can to make herself indispensable--

and it works. She is taken in by the Frankenstein family and rewarded with a warm bed, delicious 

food, and dresses of the finest silk. Soon she and Victor are inseparable.  

But her new life comes at a price. As the years pass, Elizabeth's survival depends on managing 

Victor's dangerous temper and entertaining his every whim, no matter how depraved. Behind her 



 

 

 

blue eyes and sweet smile lies the calculating heart of a girl determined to stay alive no matter the 

cost . . . as the world she knows is consumed by darkness.  

The Strange True Tale of Frankenstein’s Creator Mary Shelley: 

The story of Frankenstein’s creator is a strange, romantic, and tragic one, as deeply compelling as 

the novel itself. Mary ran away to Lake Geneva with the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley when she was 

just sixteen. It was there, during a cold and wet summer, that she first imagined her story about a 

mad scientist who brought a corpse back to life. Success soon followed for Mary, but also great 

tragedy and misfortune. 

 Catherine Reef brings this passionate woman, brilliant writer, and forgotten feminist into crisp focus, 

detailing a life that was remarkable both before and after the publication of her iconic masterpiece. 

Includes index. 

 Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (Classic):  

Few creatures of horror have seized readers' imaginations and held them for so long as the 

anguished monster of Mary Shelley's Frankenstein. The story of Victor Frankenstein's terrible 

creation and the havoc it caused has enthralled generations of readers and inspired countless 

writers of horror and suspense. Considering the novel's enduring success, it is remarkable that it 

began merely as a whim of Lord Byron's. 

"We will each write a story," Byron announced to his next-door neighbors, Mary Wollstonecraft 

Godwin and her lover Percy Bysshe Shelley. The friends were summering on the shores of Lake 

Geneva in Switzerland in 1816, Shelley still unknown as a poet and Byron writing the third canto of 

Childe Harold. When continued rains kept them confined indoors, all agreed to Byron's proposal. 

The illustrious poets failed to complete their ghost stories, but Mary Shelley rose supremely to the 

challenge. With Frankenstein, she succeeded admirably in the task she set for herself: to create a 

story that, in her own words, "would speak to the mysterious fears of our nature and awaken thrilling 

horror -- one to make the reader dread to look round, to curdle the blood, and quicken the beatings 

of the heart." 
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